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Categorical Exemption Summary 

The Marin Wildfire Prevention Authority (MWPA) has determined that the Prescribed 
Herbivory on San Rafael Open Space (project) is categorically exempt under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15304, Class 4 for Minor Alterations to 
Land. A Class 4 exempt project consists of minor public or private alterations in the condition 
of land, water, and/or vegetation which do not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic 
trees except for forestry or agricultural purposes. The project would involve fuel and 
vegetation reduction activities through the application of grazing goats on non-native annual 
grassland and oak woodland communities. The scope of the project is consistent with a minor 
alteration to the condition of the vegetation at the discrete prescribed herbivory sites shown 
in Figure 1. 

The following analysis demonstrates the project would not result in adverse environmental 
effects, supporting the MWPA’s determination that the proposed activities are categorically 
exempt under CEQA. The project would be conducted in compliance with applicable federal, 
State, and local regulations and under contractual provisions prohibiting work in violation of 
applicable regulations and plans.  

Information regarding the purpose and need for the project, a description of proposed 
activities, a discussion of why the potential exceptions to a categorical exemption do not 
apply here, and an assessment of the potential for environmental effects are provided below. 

Background 

Marin County voters passed Measure C in 2020, which established a 17-member Joint Powers 
Authority, the MWPA, to fund and oversee proactive state-of-the-art wildfire prevention and 
preparedness efforts within the County. Members include several cities and towns, fire 
protection districts, and community service districts. The MWPA was formed to develop and 
implement a comprehensive wildfire prevention and emergency preparedness plan 
throughout almost all of Marin County. This project is a Core Project that is funded by and 
within the purview of the MWPA. Core Projects include those projects that focus on wildfire 
detection, notification, and evacuation; vegetation management and fire hazard reduction; 
grants management; and public education.  
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Purpose and Need 

A countywide assessment found that all of the City of San Rafael is categorized as moderate 
to very high fire risk and most of the city is designated as moderate to high fire hazard 
severity (Marin County, 2021). The City of San Rafael is also identified as a community at risk 
to damage from wildfire (CAL FIRE, 2021). The purpose of the goat grazing is to create fuel 
reduction zones between occupied structures and open space areas with the intention of 
reducing wildfire intensity and rate of spread in the event of ignition in the wildland or built 
environment. 

Project Description 

Treatment Area 

The project would create fuel reduction zones between open spaces and structures located 
within the San Rafael Core Zone, shown in Figure 1. The fuel reduction zones would be 
implemented at 12 prescribed herbivory sites across approximately 120 acres owned and 
managed by City of San Rafael (City) and Marinwood Community Services District (CSD) as 
shown in Figure 1. Many of the prescribed herbivory sites identified in the project have been 
grazed in recent years.  

Grazing would be primarily conducted within 50 feet of roadways and 150 feet of structures. 
In some locations grazing would occur within a larger buffer area where topographical or 
vegetation fuel conditions necessitate greater treatment distances to achieve project goals. 
Approximately 500 habitable structures are located directly adjacent to the project area and 
would benefit from the prescribed herbivory fuel reduction areas. Goat grazing sites are 
generally characterized as open grassland with limited tree cover or oak woodland, which is 
most suited for goat grazing for fuel management. Grazing would not occur in areas where 
slopes exceed 50 percent. Herds would be excluded from roadways, seasonal streams when 
actively flowing, and riparian zones.  

Treatment Method 

Goat grazing involves transporting a herd of goats to each of the designated prescribed 
herbivory sites. Site preparation would involve installation of a temporary fence and water 
trough. Water for the goat herds would be supplied via a hookup to the nearest water 
hydrant at each site. The goats would be contained by a portable, electric fence powered by a 
battery charged by a generator on an as needed basis. The size of the area to be grazed by a 
herd would be determined by the herder but typically ranges from 0.25 to 0.5 acre. Goats 
would be in one location for 24 to 36 hours before being moved to a new location. The 
temporary fence would be moved daily by herders. Goat herds would be unloaded and 
loaded between business hours. 
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A herd of goats is typically comprised of up to 450 individuals. At any one time, only one 
herd is anticipated at a single prescribed herbivory site, but up to three herds may be active 
across the City and Marinwood CSD at different sites. 

Site Access  

Prescribed herbivory sites would be accessed by existing paved, improved, and unimproved 
roads.  

Security and Monitoring 

A goat herder would accompany each goat herd continuously to provide security and 
monitoring of the goats and temporary fence. No shepherding dogs or other security 
measures would be employed. The goat herder would live out of a trailer staged at a suitable 
nearby location, such as a parking lot or unimproved road. The trailer would be powered by 
a generator that would operate up to a few hours a day. Generator use would operate in 
accordance with the applicable local noise ordinances (e.g., City of San Rafael Municipal 
Code Chapter 8.13). 

Schedule and Duration 

The project would be initiated upon completion of the environmental review process and 
project approval. Of the approximately 120 acres, approximately 90 acres at eight prescribed 
herbivory sites would be treated in 2021 by grazing as shown in Figure 2. Year 2021 grazing is 
anticipated to occur for up to 6 weeks. The sites that would not be grazed in 2021 were 
mowed earlier in 2021 to reduce fine fuels. Grazing in the first part of Year 2022 across all 120 
acres is anticipated to begin in late April or early May and continue for up to 8 weeks, 
depending upon herd size and availability. All prescribed herbivory sites are planned to be 
grazed annually. 

Discussion of Exceptions (Section 15400.2) 

(a) Location: 

Sensitive habitats, including watercourses and riparian areas would be excluded from the 
treatment area and will be avoided, therefore, exception (a) does not apply. 

(b) Cumulative Impact: 

Ongoing maintenance grazing of the prescribed herbivory sites over time in the same 
treatment location would generally be limited to the types of activities described above, 
which would be performed annually or less often, for a few weeks at a time at any one 
location, as needed, to maintain fuel reduction areas. Existing uses would be ongoing, 
including use by recreationalists at some sites. Several other fuel reduction projects are 
planned that overlap with some of the prescribed herbivory sites, including the following San 
Rafael Core Projects; South San Rafael Hill Fuel Reduction Project and Fire Roads: Vegetation 
Removal and Enhancements (notably at Scettrini and Robert Dollar fire roads). Changes to 
the visual character of these sites are expected due to changes in vegetation cover and type 
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(e.g., broom removal) as a result of cumulative fuel treatment projects, but the natural 
character would remain and the cumulative fuel treatment projects would not result in 
significant cumulative effects. Cumulative fuel treatment projects have the potential to 
significantly affect biological resources, particularly special-status plants and nesting birds. 
Surveys for avoidance are anticipated to be conducted for cumulative fuel treatment projects, 
which would avoid significant cumulative impacts. The proposed grazing would not 
significantly impact special-status plants and nesting birds due to the type of activity 
proposed, existing disturbances at the prescribed herbivory sites, and short-term nature of the 
grazing each year. As such, the project would not contribute to any potential significant 
cumulative effect; therefore, exception (b) does not apply. 

(c) Significant Effects due to “Unusual Circumstances”:  

All grazing activities proposed by this project, and future maintenance grazing is considered 
routine in environments that are prevalent and typical throughout the County and Bay Area 
region. Sensitive waterways would be avoided and the aesthetic change in the existing 
environment would not be substantial. Therefore, there are no unusual circumstances 
associated with the project or the environment in which it will be implemented, and 
exception (c) does not apply. 

(d) Scenic Highways:  

No designated California State Scenic Highways occur in the vicinity of the prescribed 
herbivory sites; therefore, exception (d) does not apply (Caltrans, 2021). 

(e) Hazardous Waste Sites:  

Per the current government database of hazardous waste sites at the time of this filing, the 
prescribed herbivory sites do not occur on any listed hazardous waste sites; therefore, 
exception (e) does not apply (SWRCB, 2021). 

(f) Historical Resources: 

The project does not propose any ground-disturbing activities, would not alter any built 
environment features, and would not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of 
a known or previously undiscovered historical resource. Therefore, exception (f) does not 
apply.  

Environmental Assessment 

Aesthetics 

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   

Potential for significant impact?   

Visual impacts from grazing would include the temporary presence of livestock, temporary 
fencing, water troughs, and any visual changes in vegetation appearance associated with the 
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post-grazed area. Goats would be in any one area within a prescribed herbivory site for up to 
a day and a half. Presence of goats in a particular part of the City or Marinwood CSD would 
not have a significant visual impact due to the limited area of grazing, duration, and the low 
visual intrusiveness of the animals. Degradative visual change would be considered low as 
viewers perceive their presence as temporary. Grazing would primarily reduce the height 
and density of vegetation for the season. Significant adverse effects to aesthetics would not 
occur.   

Agriculture and Forestry Resources 

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   

Potential for significant impact?   

Goats would annually graze grasses, brush, and woody shrub vegetation at select sites 
throughout the City and Marinwood CSD. Proposed grazing would not convert or cause 
changes that would result in the conversion of designated farmland to non-agricultural uses. 
Implementation of grazing would not result in the loss of forest land nor would it convert 
forestry land to non-forestry use. Adverse effects on agriculture and forestry resources would 
not occur. 

Air Quality 

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   

Potential for significant impact?   

Grazing goats would not themselves adversely affect air quality. The limited vehicle use to 
transport and monitor goat herds as well as generator use would emit very small amounts of 
diesel particulate matter and criteria air pollutants. Grazing would occur for up to 8 weeks a 
year and would not involve substantial vehicle trips or generator use. No tilling or grading 
activities that could generate fugitive dust emissions would occur. Significant air quality 
impacts would not occur. 

Biological Resources 

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   

Potential for significant impact?   

Biological database searches for the vicinity of the prescribed herbivory sites were conducted 
(CDFW, 2021; CNPS, 2021). Of the species identified during the database search, species were 
determined to have potential to occur within the prescribed herbivory sites if the species is 
known to occur in the vicinity of the sites and if the sites or immediate vicinity contains 
suitable habitat to support these species.  
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Special-Status Plants and Sensitive Vegetation Communities 

Goats can graze scrub to a height of approximately 2 inches and could crush vegetation by 
trampling (Magnificent Meadows, n.d.). Several sensitive plant species have a moderate 
potential to be impacted by grazing as shown in Table 1. The degree to which livestock 
grazing is considered to be similar to prehistoric and historic, native grazing varies 
depending upon the study and the level of effects on native plant species depends upon the 
frequency and intensity. Goat grazing, with proper management, can reduce shrubland 
encroachment into grasslands, as goats preferentially consume shrubs, and has been found to 
improve diversity and density of species compared to ungrazed areas (Huntsinger, 
Bartolome, & D'Antonio, 2015). Generally, grazing impacts from this project would be 
minimal as the goats would be in a single area for only up to 36 hours minimizing potential 
for trampling; therefore, species that are adapted to occasional grazing influences would not 
be impacted. For the species with a moderate potential to occur, the grazing sites are 
relatively small in comparison to the known populations of the species and due to the 
temporary nature of the proposed goat grazing, it is not anticipated that the proposed grazing 
could impact the populations. Furthermore, the known populations of the identified sensitive 
plants generally do not overlap the prescribed herbivory sites. Those species that were found 
overlap with the prescribed herbivory sites are considered to be extirpated from the area (i.e., 
white-rayed pentachaeta) due to the last recorded observation occurring greater than 50 years 
ago.  

The relationship between grazing and non-native and invasive plant species is complex and 
depends on many factors including livestock species, timing, existing vegetation community, 
and grazing intensity. With proper management, grazing can have beneficial effects on some 
native vegetation communities and special-status plant species based on studies. Invasive 
species pose a threat to native and special-status species, which livestock grazing can be 
applied to control. One study found that timed grazing of cattle, sheep, and goats reduced 
populations of yellow starthistle (Thomsen, 1993). Limited and carefully timed grazing can be 
used to help restore a non-native grassland to a native grassland (Menke, 1992). Generally, 
goats prefer shrubs and woody materials over forbs or grasses, which can be implemented 
strategically (American Sheep Industry Association, 2006). Significant impacts on native 
vegetation communities and special-status plants species would not occur. 

Special-Status Wildlife 

All wildlife species reviewed had either low or no potential for impacts from grazing 
treatment as shown in Table 1. No critical habitat occurs in or adjacent to the prescribed 
herbivory sites (USFS, 2021; NOAA, 2021). Grazing would occur in habitat where migratory 
bird species could nest, which are protected under state and federal law including California 
Fish and Game Code 3503 and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), which make it illegal 
to take or destroy a nest without a valid permit. The proposed grazing and herding activities 
would not significantly disturb nesting birds at these sites due to existing and historic uses on 
the sites (Sequoia, 2021). These uses include the presence of existing recreationalists and 
visitors, adjacency to urban and built environment, and grazing and mowing activities 
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conducted in recent years. Significant impacts on special-status wildlife species would not 
occur. 

Wetlands 

Seasonal streams occur within and adjacent to prescribed herbivory sites (USFWS, 2021). 
Seasonal wetlands may occur on some sites. With proper management, grazing can have 
neutral or even beneficial effects on some wetland conditions (Morris & Reich, 2013). Fencing 
would generally be established so as to exclude goats from streams with actively flowing 
water. Goats would only be in one discrete area for up to 36 hours, which would not be long 
enough to establish bare areas of soil or trample wetland communities, if present. Significant 
impacts on wetlands would not occur. 

Table 1 Special-Status Species with Potential to Occur in the Project Vicinity 

Scientific Name Common 
Name  

Sensitive 
Status  

Habitat Types Potential to 
occur in 

grazing areas  

Potential to be 
impacted by grazing  

Sensitive Plants      

Hemizonia 
congesta ssp. 
congesta 

congested-
headed 
hayfield 
tarplant 

1B.2 Northern Coastal 
Scrub, Valley 
Grassland 

Moderate Low to moderate, 
species contains bitter 
toxins to discourage 
herbivory 

Arctostaphylos 
virgata 

Marin 
manzanita 

1B.2 Closed-cone Pine 
Forest, Redwood 
Forest, Mixed 
Evergreen Forest, 
Chaparral 

Low, habitat 
is unlikely to 
be targeted 
for grazing 

Low, woody perennial 
not targeted by goats  

Streptanthus 
glandulosus ssp. 
pulchellus 

Mt. 
Tamalpais 
bristly 
jewelflower 

1B.2 Chaparral, Valley 
Grassland 

Moderate Moderate 

Arctostaphylos 
montana ssp. 
montana 

Mt. 
Tamalpais 
manzanita 

1B.3 Chaparral, Valley 
Grassland 

Moderate  Low, woody perennial 
not targeted by goats  

Amorpha 
californica var. 
napensis 

Napa false 
indigo 

1B.2 Wetland, Riparian 
woodland 

Low Low 

Pleuropogon 
hooverianus 

North Coast 
semaphore 
grass 

1B.1, CT  Meadows, vernal-
pools 

Moderate Moderate 

Chloropyron 
maritimum ssp. 
palustre 

Point Reyes 
salty bird's-
beak 

1B.2 Coastal salt marsh Low Low 
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Scientific Name Common 
Name  

Sensitive 
Status  

Habitat Types Potential to 
occur in 

grazing areas  

Potential to be 
impacted by grazing  

Eriogonum 
luteolum var. 
caninum 

Tiburon 
buckwheat 

1B.2 Chaparral, Coastal 
Prairie, Valley 
Grassland 

Moderate Moderate 

Sensitive Wildlife      

Athene cunicularia burrowing 
owl 

SSC Nests in grassland 
burrows 

Moderate  Low 

Laterallus 
jamaicensis 
coturniculus 

California 
black rail 

CT, FP Wetland None, 
Wetland 
species 

None 

Rana draytonii California 
red-legged 
frog 

FT, SSC Breeds in ponds, 
may use grassland 
and oak woodland 
for dispersal and 
foraging  

Low, may use 
grazing areas 
as dispersal 
or foraging  

Low 

Rallus obsoletus California 
Ridgway's 
rail 

FE, CE, 
FP 

Wetlands None, 
Wetland 
species 

None 

Thaleichthys 
pacificus 

eulachon FT Aquatic None, 
aquatic 
species 

None 

Spirinchus 
thaleichthys 

longfin smelt FC, CT Aquatic None, 
aquatic 
species 

None 

Danaus plexippus 
pop. 1 

monarch - 
California 
overwinterin
g population 

FC Grassland, 
woodland 

Low  Low  

Antrozous pallidus pallid bat SSC Roosts in large 
diameter trees and 
abandoned 
buildings  

Low, no 
roosting 
anticipated in 
grazing areas 

Low 

Reithrodontomys 
raviventris 

salt-marsh 
harvest 
mouse 

FE, CE, 
FP 

Marshes and 
wetland edges  

None, 
Wetland 
species 

None 

Melospiza melodia 
samuelis 

San Pablo 
song 
sparrow 

SSC Marshes and 
wetland edges  

None, 
Wetland 
species 

None 

Bombus 
occidentalis 

western 
bumble bee 

CC Grassland Moderate  Low 
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Scientific Name Common 
Name  

Sensitive 
Status  

Habitat Types Potential to 
occur in 

grazing areas  

Potential to be 
impacted by grazing  

Emys marmorata western 
pond turtle 

SSC Freshwater aquatic  None None 

Charadrius nivosus western 
snowy 
plover 

FT, SSC Nests in coastal 
dunes  

None, nests 
in coastal 
dunes  

None 

Notes: 

Species with occurrences within 3 miles of prescribed herbivory sites were examined. Species which are 
considered "extirpated" or those with occurrence data greater than 50 years old were removed from the analysis 
as they are not anticipated to occur in the vicinity of the prescribed herbivory sites. 

FE Federally Endangered  

FT Federally Threatened 

FC Federal Candidate 

CE California State Endangered 

CT California State Threatened 

CC California State Candidate 

FP Fully Protected  

SSC California State Species of Special Concern 

Source: (CDFW, 2021; CNPS, 2021; CDFG, 2003; Hickman, 1993; Stebbins, 2003) 

Cultural Resources and Tribal Cultural Resources1 

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   

Potential for significant impact?   

Grazing would have minimal ground disturbance other than staking of temporary fencing 
and of disturbance of topsoil from animal tracks but could result in some compaction of soil. 
Surface and subsurface archaeological deposits would not likely be impacted by grazing. 
While animals could churn up some soils containing resources, grazing animals do not have 
enough directed force to significantly damage resources. Significant impacts on cultural 
resources would not occur. 

Energy 

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   

Potential for significant impact?   

 

 

1 No tribal consultation requirement is associated with filing a notice of exemption per Assembly Bill 52 
(PRC §21080.3.1.(b)). 
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The vehicles and generators that would be used to transport herds and support grazing 
operations would consume energy, including gas, diesel, and motor oil. Vehicle engines and 
fuel used during implementation of the project would comply with State and local energy 
reduction and efficiency requirements. The use of fuel to implement the project grazing is 
minimal and the proposed fuel consumption would, additionally, be considered beneficial 
and not wasteful given the positive outcome of the work to improve ecosystem health and 
reduce wildland fire hazards. Implementation of grazing would not cause a significant 
impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources. 

Geology and Soils  

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   

Potential for significant impact?   

Goats would only be in one discrete area for up to 36 hours and would be used on slopes of 
less than 50 percent. As such, grazing would not occur over a duration long enough to 
establish trails or expose large bare areas of soil. Significant impacts related to erosion and 
loss of topsoil would not occur. 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   

Potential for significant impact?   

The limited vehicle use to transport and monitor goat herds as well as generator use would 
emit greenhouse gases. Grazing would occur for up to 8 weeks a year and would not involve 
substantial vehicle trips or generator use. Grazing goats release methane, a greenhouse gas 
emission (Crutzen, Aselmann, & Seiler, 1986). However, the project would not directly result 
in a larger population of grazing goats and the size of the goat herds that would graze the 
prescribed herbivory sites would be comparatively small to the overall global population of 
goats, which is over one billion (Miller & Lu, 2019). The project would not increase the size of 
goat herds in the area or their methane contributions, which would occur with or without the 
project. Significant greenhouse gas emission impacts would not occur. 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   

Potential for significant impact?   



Categorical Exemption Determination Memorandum 
June 18, 2021 

Page 11 

Marin Wildfire Prevention Authority 

The prescribed herbivory sites are vegetated, undeveloped areas that do not occur on or 
adjacent to any listed hazardous waste sites (SWRCB, 2021). Goat grazing would not require 
the use of hazardous materials in any quantity greater than a few gallons per year (e.g., fuel 
for generator operation). Grazing would not generate any significant hazardous material 
impacts.  

Animal grazing would generally not involve equipment that could generate sparks in fire-
prone areas. Electric fencing may be installed. Electric fences have a very low chance of 
starting a fire (Quitmeyer, 2004). Grazing animals would pose no fire hazard risks and are 
intended to reduce fuel loads, which would reduce the spread and intensity of a wildfire, 
should one occur.  

Significant impacts related to hazards and hazardous materials would not occur. 

Hydrology and Water Quality 

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   

Potential for significant impact?   

A few seasonal streams cross through or adjacent to the prescribed herbivory sites (USFWS, 
2021). Goats would only be in one discrete area for up to 36 hours. This short duration would 
not provide sufficient time for grazing activities to establish trails or expose large bare areas 
of soil. Erosion and subsequent sedimentation of waterways would not occur.  

Any leaks or spills associated with vehicle and generator use would be minimal and generally 
confined to existing paved and unimproved roadways. Significant water quality impacts 
would not occur. 

Land Use and Planning 

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   

Potential for significant impact?   

Implementation of grazing would not involve any new development or changes to land uses 
that could physically divide a community. The project is consistent with San Rafael Municipal 
Code Chapter 4.12: Wildland Urban Interface - Vegetation Management Standards, the 
objectives of the Marin Wildfire Prevention Authority, the Marin County Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan (2020), and the City of San Rafael Wildfire Prevention and Protection 
Plan (2020). All activities conducted would comply with local land use regulations and 
policies. 

Mineral Resources 

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   
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Potential for significant impact?   

Grazing would not result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource within the 
prescribed herbivory sites. Grazing is intended to reduce fuel loads and would not alter land 
uses, access, or subsurface areas that could impact mineral resources. 

Noise 

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   

Potential for significant impact?   

Vegetation control methods such as animal grazing would generate low levels of noise. 
Grazing livestock would make animals sounds such as bleating. Noises from animals would 
be very low at sensitive receptors because they would be intermittent and transient across the 
herbivory sites. Furthermore, grazing would last for up to 36 hours at any given herbivory 
site. Truck visits to deliver goat herds, set up fencing and water troughs, monitor herds, 
would not occur in any one location for longer than a few days. A generator may be used for 
electric fences and for the herder staying on the site to tend the herd. Generators do emit 
noise (≤81 dBA Lmax at 50 feet) but would not operate frequently and would be positioned 
away from residences (USDOT, 2008). Generator use would operate in accordance with the 
applicable local noise ordinances (e.g., City of San Rafael Municipal Code Chapter 8.13). 
According to City regulations, portable generators must not exceed 69 dBA during full speed 
diagnostics and normal operations when measured at 7 meters with no loads (Municipal 
Code §8.13.020). Exceedances of local noise standards would not occur and significant noise 
impacts would not occur. 

Population and Housing 

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   

Potential for significant impact?   

Goat herders are anticipated to be sourced from the existing businesses in the region. As such, 
this project would not induce population growth. No impact related to population and 
housing would occur.  

Public Services 

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   

Potential for significant impact?   

The project would not directly or indirectly induce population growth and grazing is not a 
use necessitating more public services. Grazing would not result in an increase in the number 
of visitors to City or Marinwood CSD open spaces. No new or altered governmental facilities 
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would be needed to provide public services as a result of the project, and the project would 
not result in increased demand for public services. No impact related to public services 
would occur. 

Recreation 

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   

Potential for significant impact?   

Goat grazing would occur within temporary fenced areas within the prescribed herbivory 
sites generally in off trail areas. Some of the prescribed herbivory sites are in parks or open 
spaces that are open to the public for recreation. These areas would be temporarily 
unavailable for recreational use during grazing. Grazing in any one location would only 
occur for up to 36 hours. Temporary closure of off-trail areas for grazing would not affect a 
substantial number of recreationalists. Signage regarding work in progress would be erected 
to alert the public. Goat grazing can occur congruently with adjacent recreation. Due to the 
large quantity of recreational amenities in the area, significant recreational impacts would not 
occur. 

Transportation 

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   

Potential for significant impact?   

Treatment of an area through goat grazing would not impact access along public roadways. 
No significant traffic impacts would occur. 

Utilities and Service Systems 

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   

Potential for significant impact?   

Grazing animals would require water, which would be provided from the nearest water 
hydrant. An application for a water hydrant meter has been submitted to the Marin 
Municipal Water District. Alternatively, fresh water could be trucked in. Any waste 
generated by the herders, such as spent vehicle batteries or refuse would be properly 
disposed of at the appropriate facility. No impact related to utilities and service systems 
would occur.  

Wildfire 

Question Yes No 

Relevant to the project?   
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Potential for significant impact?   

None of the prescribed herbivory sites are located in very high fire hazard severity zone or in 
the state responsibility area (Marin County, 2021; CAL FIRE, 2007/2008). The purpose of the 
project is to reduce fuel loads, which would reduce the spread and intensity of a wildfire, 
should one occur. 
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Figure 1 Prescribed Herbivory Sites 
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Figure 2 Prescribed Herbivory Sites in 2021 (Subset of Overall Sites) 
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